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Endres Processing, which
collects and processes food
waste from commercial
food producers into a
single-consistency livestock
feed. A couple of years ago,
Mennell began wondering
whether a similar process
could be used to make fuel.
The idea became the basis
for Renewafuel, which he
started with Endres.

Perfecting the manu-
facturing process was part
science and part art, Men-
nell says. The recipe can
include things like wood,
corn stover, straw, paper,
grasses, grains, and seed
hulls. The mix can be ad-
justed depending on what’s
available. Renewafuel buys
waste from farmers, com-
mercial food producers,
and forest products com-
panies. It hopes to seed a
market for farmers to grow
switchgrass and to buy that
as a fuel, too.

Renewafuel’s cubes can
be blended with or substi-
tuted for coal in existing
burners with little or no
modification, according to
the company. Cleveland-
Cliffs, an Ohio-based
mining company that
awns facilities in northern
Minnesota, tried using the
cubes to heat a taconite-
pelletizing furnace at one
of its Michigan plants. The
results were so promis-
ing that Cleveland-Cliffs
bought 70 percent of
Renewafuel in Decem-
ber. Renewafuel is now
headquartered in Cleve-
land, though it still has a
presence in Minnesota.

Renewafuel has one
full-scale production facil-
ity operating in Michigan,
and it hopes to have two
more by early next year,
including one on the [ron
Range.

—Dan Haugen



